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Children live in Neighborhoods



Number of Children per Wave 

 

Wave 01 
1999-
2004 

Wave 2 
2004-
2007 

Year 
2008- 
2009 

English 37,731 33,584 25,334 

Cantonese  2,692 1,156 995 

Punjabi 2,925 2,644 2,044 
 



The Early Development Instrument-EDI



• Pattern of vulnerability on the EDI for Children 

from different language groups suggests the 

influence of heritage cultures. 

• Neighbourhood Characteristics influence EDI 

vulnerability.
• SES, particularly poverty, increases neighbourhood EDI 

vulnerability.

• Cultural concentration of neighbourhoods can be 
protective for children of some cultural groups.



Percent Ever Vulnerable on EDI
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LML Neighbourhood Vulnerability on EDI Domains 

by Language Groups
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Children Live in Culture Rich 

Neighborhoods



Culture Matters
 Children living in homes that speak only their Heritage 

language show some significant cultural patterning in 

their vulnerability on the EDI Domains.

 Gender (female) and knowledge of the host language 

are protective factors for children living in immigrant 

families.

At the level of the child, cultural concentration interacts 

with poverty to modify developmental vulnerabilities.



EDI Profiles for Cantonese & 

Punjabi Children
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