Talk Title: Disentangling the influences of ESL, Poverty & Neighbourhoods on Young Children’s Developmental Readiness for School.

Constance Milbrath, Ph.D. is a Developmental Psychologist, who joined HELP as a Senior Researcher in 2006, moving north from the University of California, San Francisco, where she had been a member of the Department of Psychiatry and part of a team in Pediatrics studying the effects of culture on adolescent health. 

Joanne Schroeder trained as a Social Worker at the University of British Columbia and has considerable front line experience working with children and families. She currently divides her time between two roles: National Fellow with the Council for Early Child Development, building local leadership for children throughout Canada; and Community Development Manager at the Human Early Learning Partnership, playing a lead role in translating Early Child Development research to communities.

Talk Summary:

Canada as a whole, and BC in particular (e.g., BC Settlement & Adaptation Program), has been working hard to create settlement services for immigrant and refugee families in communities and in the schools with the aim of assisting these families in the process of integration into Canadian society. The programs established to assist immigrant and refugee  families also work in partnership with communities and schools to create environments that are inclusive of the cultural beliefs and practices of Canadian newcomers and to which newcomers can contribute their skills. The research we have recently undertaken at HELP, focuses specifically on the early developmental outcomes of ESL children from different immigrant groups. In particular, we will share our research results and their implications for working with kindergarten children from the largest immigrant groups in BC; Chinese, South Asian, Filipino, and South East Asian. Our research shows that developmental outcomes such as readiness to learn, together with later educational success for children of immigrant families differs for different cultural and/or national origin groups, even after poverty is taken into account. Moreover, an immigrant family's culture of origin and the family’s residence in neighbourhoods with many immigrants of the same cultural origins appear to mitigate disadvantages that might result from limited English skills and family poverty.

