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An important part of the job of a teacher — or of a parent in 
a teaching role — is to guide the child towards tasks where 
he will be able objectively to do well, but not too easily, not 
without putting forth some effort, not without difficulties to 
be mastered, errors to be overcome, creative solutions to be 
found. This means assessing his skills with sensitivity and 
accuracy, understanding the levels of his confidence and 
energy, and responding to his errors in helpful ways.  

 
Donaldson, M. (1978/1984). Children’s Minds. 



Agenda 
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• An Assessment Story 

• Authenticity Continuum 

• Authentic Evidence 

• Observing and Listening 

• Artifacts 

• Performance Assessment 

• Dynamic Assessment 

• Progress Folios 

• Sharing with Families 

 



Development & Learning 

Children are competent, active 
agents of their own 
development and learning: 

• active engagement 

• make connections 

• seek patterns & relationships 

Interaction of emergent 
abilities & the environment 

Emotion plays a significant 
role 



Ecological View of the Child 
(Bronfenbrenner, 1978) 



Early Learning Framework:  
Image of the Child(ren) 

• Capable and full of potential 

• Differ in their individual strengths and 
capacities 

• Live within complex ecologies 

– layers of relationships 

– social, linguistic, cultural 

• Learn through play  

* Play as a context for us to learn about them 

 

 



Full Day Kindergarten Guide:  
Learning Through Play 

Children express, explore, and extend what they have learned about: 
• the sights, sounds, smells, and textures of the world around them 
• the words, signs, symbols, and customs of their language and 

culture 
• their own and other people’s thoughts, feelings, ideas, and 

sensations.  
 
Through play children:  
• invent and explore by themselves and with other children 
• integrate what they have learned and are wondering about 
• represent and transform the world around them 
• provide a window into their thoughts and perceptions 



Hands-on 

Symbolic 

Pretend 

    Physical 

constructive      exploratory         creative      

locomotor 

mastery 

rough & 
tumble 

games 
with rules 

role play 

dramatic 
play 
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dramatic 
play 

word play                          numeracy play 

                 literacy play  

Types of Play 













What are the Implications for 
Assessment? 





Authentic Assessment 

 

 DO 
 
 

Sources 
Of  

Evidence 
    SAY                       MAKE          

 

Interpretation 

Observations of Processes 

Observations 
of “Products” 
(Artifacts) 

   Listening,                                                                          
   Conversation, Dialogue                                    



Symbolic 

Language 

Emotional 

Physical 

Cognitive 

Social  

“Whole 
Child” 

Domains of Development &Learning 
Symbolic play with objects 
Literacy concepts and skills 
Numeracy concepts and skills 
 

Vocabulary 
Discourse 
Functions/uses/purposes 
Language awareness 
 (including PA) Sensorimotor 

Fine motor skills 
Gross motor skills 
Awareness of 
     physical self 

Thinking processes 
Imagination, creativity 
Critical thinking 
Problem solving 
Concepts 
Metacognition & SRL 
Curiosity, wonder, 
inquiry Social competence   

     and confidence 
Pro-social behaviours 

Emotional well-being 
Awareness of own 
emotions 
Empathy 
Self-regulation 

Establish and maintain relationships   
     (including friendships) 
Adaptation to social “rules” 



“Kidwatching” 

Jake: Do you want me to read to you Kyle? 
Kyle:     Uh huh 
Jake:     OK, climb up here on my lap. This is a chrysalis. This is  
        a butterfly. Here’s a praying mantis. Can you say  
 “praying mantis”? 
Kyle:     Praying mantis, Pray-in man-tis 
Jake:     Hey mommy! Kyle said “praying mantis!” 



Kidwatching & Sharing 

Context 
Name, Date, Time, Independence 

“Data”                   Hypotheses 

Aliyah (2 on Oct. 31, 2013) 

Climbing 

March 7 

April 10 

April 25 

 

* What did you notice? 

* What do you think? 



Products and Artifacts 



Drawings as Data 
What does this picture reveal? 



Literacy Practices 



Literacy Artifacts: 
What Do You Notice? 



Cultural Influences on Writing 



Performance Assessment 



Sulzby (1985) 
Categories of 
Storybook Reading 



Level of Attained 

Development 

What a child is able to do 

independently 

Zone of Proximal Development 

“I CAN DO IT MYSELF.” 

What a child can 

do with support from adults or 

more capable peers 

Assistance, help, 

support, showing how, 

“scaffolding” 

“I CAN DO IT WHEN 

YOU HELP ME.” 

Frustration Zone  

“I CAN’T DO IT.  IT’S 

TOO HARD FOR 

ME.” 

Dynamic Assessment 



Documentation 



Progress Folios 



Sharing with Families 

• Sharing our 
documentation  

• Authentic evidence 

• Encouraging their input 

• Sharing our 
interpretations 

• Demonstrating growth 
over time 

• Listening to their 
concerns 

\\ecap-fileserver\publications\PUBS\ECRP\ECRPv9n2\perry-EDITED.doc 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

Luke was playing 

outside on the lawn 

with the portable 

padded climbing 

shapes. He decided 

that he would like to 

design his own shape 

and began moving the 

pieces to form the 

climbing path he 

wanted. 

He experimented over 

and over rearranging 

the pieces in as many 

ways as he could think 

of, trying it out each 

time. 

 

What next? 

Perhaps we could draw some designs next time. 

We could also use the “Waffle Blocks” to build 

with. Luke might enjoy helping to set up an 

obstacle course in the climbing area! 

Evaluation 

Luke! How creative you are. You have shown your 

ability to plan and design and build, as well as your 

awareness of shape and size (spatial concepts) 

You are able to share and turn take and negotiate 

and communicate with your friends. 

You were able to concentrate on the task in hand 

for a long time, and you were very involved in what 

you were doing. 


